RUSSIAN  AMERICANS

week-ends, as in the case of Prince " Pavlik " and the
Princess Nina. Some of this top Russian group has
married directly into top American society. An out-
standing instance is Prince Serge Obolensky, who
married a sister of Vincent Astor. He invited me to
lunch one day at the St Regis, which he directs, to help
me about this chapter. He is tall, conventional, serious,
handsome, and industrious. It may be his Oxford back-
ground which makes him seem so completely at home
in an Anglo-Saxon country, but it may be something
deeper in the serious pattern of his life. The cynical,
obvious impression of a big title marrying a big fortune
is in his case wide of the mark. Prince Obolensky
graduated with honours from Christ Church, Oxford,
rushed back to his country when war was declared,
enlisted as a common trooper, and came out as an
officer of the Chevalier Guard. When revolution came
he escaped to England and went to work on the Stock
Exchange. He worked hard, did well, and married Miss
Astor in England. He has continued to work hard as
if he had never married an Astor. They came to
America, and he worked for three solid years at the
Chase National Bank learning American business, and
since then has worked in real estate and other business
with his brother-in-law. It was he who transformed the
Astor tenement district on the upper East Side around
Both Street, near the Doctor's Hospital, into modern,
sanitary housing.

" When people saw the red, blue, yellow doors, and
shutters, the bright primary colours/* said Prince Obol-
ensky, "they smiled and exclaimed, 'How Russian! *
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